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Goal:  To find hundreds of nearby Type Ia supernovae
to understand their intrinsic variation and improve 
the calibration of cosmology done with Type Ia SNe.

Automated Discovery and Observation of Nearby Supernovae

For more information pleace contact

Michael Wood-Vasey
wmwood-vasey@lbl.gov
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The integral field unit spectrograph will allow
 photometric spectroscopic observation

 of both supernovae and their host galaxies.
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Utilizing resources from a multitude of sites
the data  pipeline will automatically detect, 
confirm and make follow-up observations 

of nearby supernovae.
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A wireless radio link is used 
to connect the Palomar

telescope to the internet.   
We transfer up to 30 GB of

compressed images 
through this link every night.

Nightly transfer rates

The camera 
for the

MSSS 1.2m 
at Haleakala 

on Maui

The retrofitted
48" Oschin
telescope at 
Mt. Palomar 
Observatory

In full operation the SNfactory will cover
 hundreds of square degrees in a night.
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(Not originally discovered by us.  Found when looking
 back through archived images after the IAUC announcement.

This demonstrates the success of the automated data
reduction and subtraction software.)


